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the next world, being thereby rendered irresponsible
for their conduct in life. So strong is this belief, that
many leave instructions in their wills to have their
remains brought from great distances and buried in this
hallowed place. Hence many thousands of bodies are
yearly brought from Persia and elsewhere and laid in
the ground at Kerbela. The place is also visited by
numerous caravans of Shiah pilgrims, all who have per-
formed this pilgrimage henceforth bearing the proud
title of " Kerbelai."

A little south of Kerbela, and on the Euphrates,
stands the town of Hillah, opposite which are the
ruins of Babylon, scattered over a wide tract of country.
" Hillah, which may be called the present represent-
ative of ancient Babylon, situated as it almost certainly
is within the ancient boundaries, and built of bricks
gathered from the ruins, is a place of considerable im-
portance, situated on both banks of the Euphrates, which
is here less than 200 yards wide, and of a gentle current.
The town is prettily set in palm-groves, and is surrounded
by a mean brick or inud wall. There are bazaars on
both sides of the river, but those on the right bank
appear more extensive, and that part of the town is
indeed the principal. The population seems to be in-
creasing, as Layard put it down at 8000 or 9000, and
Gratton Geary in 1878 states that it was then estimated
at 20,000. The population is chiefly Arab, but there is
a considerable fraternity of Jews. It is indeed an
interesting fact that ever since the Babylonian captivity
this remarkable race has dwelt in considerable numbers
in the vicinity of ancient Babylon" (H. S. Cooper,
p. 334).

Below Hillah the two chief riverside ports are
Kornah (Kurnah) at the Tigris-Euphrates confluence,
and Basra (Basora) on the Shat-el-Arab, 50 miles in a